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AppTipSheet – Setting Lightroom CC Classic 
Preferences 

 
 
 

In this tutorial, we will address key preferences used in Lightroom CC Classic. Those under 
Catalog Settings were addressed in another tutorial. Additionally, those associated specifically 
with importing photos from a camera will be addressed elsewhere. 
 

1. Click Edit > Preferences on the Menu bar, as shown in the figure below. 
 

 
 

2. As shown in the figure below, the settings under the General tab can be left at their 
defaults for the most part. However, I have chosen to treat JPEG and RAW files next to 
each other as separate photos, as shown below. If this box is unchecked, only the DNG 
file is displayed in the grid. The JPEG images are copied to the selected folder from the 
memory card, however.  
 
My drone takes DNG (RAW) plus JPEG images when it shoots panoramas. Have the 
images displayed side-by-side, makes it easier for me to select the right format. 
Generally online stitching programs for 360-degree panoramas only accept JPEG 
images.  
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3. As shown in the figure below, the Presets tab can be left unchanged for the time being. 
 

 

 
 

4. Under the External Editing tab, note the explanation for the External Editor as to why 8 
bits and sRGB are selected as the defaults. For most users, these settings will provide 
excellent quality.  

 
Notice with the Stack with Original box is checked, edited versions from an External 
Editor will be stacked on top of the original. 
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5. Click on the down arrow right of Preset field in the External Editing section as shown 
below. This will list any external editors/plug-ins you have installed. 

 

 
 

6. In the dropdown list, I chose to select ON1Effects 2019 as the prime external editor. 
This does not mean that I cannot choose another one on the fly.  
 

 
7. Under the File Handling tab, you can keep the defaults for now.  
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8. The figure below shows the options you can change to adjust the Lightroom user 
Interface to your liking. You should play with the options to see what you like the best. 
Notice in the figure below, I increased the font size to 150%, because the automatic 
setting was a bit small. However, this can lead to some dialog boxes not being totally 
visible as you can in in the figure. I may have to revisit this setting. The other settings 
are the defaults. 

 

 
 

9.  The optimum settings under the Performance tab, depend largely on your system. You 
may want to click on the blue link in the lower left-hand corner to see if you want to 
change any of the default settings. 

 



2/28/2019 

AppTip Sheet - Setting LR Classic Prefs.docx 5 

 
 

10. The Lightroom Sync tab settings come into play if you are also using Lightroom CC. I 
do for certain pictures. I will cover Lightroom CC in another series. Unless you are 
actively using and syncing with Lightroom CC, you can leave this dialog to its default 
settings.  
 

 
 
 

11. The final tab is Network. Chances are you will not have to do anything with these 
settings 
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12. Click OK to exit the Preferences dialog box. You may have to Restart Lightroom for 
your preference changes to take effect. If that is the case, click on the Restart Lightroom 
button instead.  

 
 
 
 

 


